How To Use the Lexis-Nexis Academic Universe
1. Go to the UA Library main page, click on Article and Database searching, click on L, click on Lexis-Nexis Academic Universe, click on Continue to Lexis-Nexis Academic Universe.  Or use the link below and then click on Continue to Lexis-Nexis Academic Universe. http://www.library.arizona.edu/search/articles/dbDetail.php?shortname=acaduniv
2. Write your search terms in the first text box.

3. In the "Sources" menu, you can choose what is being searched.  By default, the search returns results from all the publications; you may or may not want this, depending on what it is that you're looking for.  If you'd like to limit your search to one or more specific newspapers, use the checkboxes in this section to choose which newspapers you want to search. 

4. Specify date: By default, this only searches the past three months.  If you need to, use the pull-down menu to change the range of dates searched. 
Interpreting the results page
1. If you get a gazillion confusing results, you should probably improve your search. Try other search terms, try to limit the search to fewer newspapers, try a shorter time frame.  For more tips, click on the "Help" link on the Lexis-Nexis search page.

2. The results show the title, the name of the newspaper, the section in which the story was published (editorial, city pages, sports), sometimes the name of the journalist/columnist, and the length of the piece.  You can use this information to selectively choose which articles you really want to look at; obviously, if you are looking for factual news stories about, say, the invasion of Iraq, you may not care much about letters to the editor or items on the sports pages.

Tips on how to find an op-ed column on Lexis Nexis:

The New York Times columns on Lexis-Nexis contain the word "op-ed", so you can put those words in your search (for instance, your search box could look like this: 
puppy mills AND op-ed).

Many other newspapers apparently have the world "columnist" in their op-ed columns, so that is useful (I found a few good hits, for instance, with a search that looked like this: 
al franken AND columnist).  
