
Optional Final Exam

Indv 103, Section 22, (What is Politics?(

Handed Out: December 8, 2009

Due: December 17, 5:00pm
Select an opinion article from the New York Times or another newspaper and write a 2-3 page, double-spaced paper that analyses the argument, noting the argument(s main theme; the premises and evidence presented to support the theme; and the logical fallacies (if any). Above all, I would like you to evaluate whether the argument is persuasive and valid, according to the rules of logic. Your paper should summarize the main points of the article, so that I (or my teaching assistants) will understand the content.
Here are some Times columnists you can look for: Thomas Friedman, Roger Cohen, Paul Krugman, David Brooks, or Maureen Dowd.
Note: Your selected oped must have been printed after November 10, 2009. 
You should also do some of your own research, regarding the opinion piece you are evaluating. Find an additional three (or more) articles pertaining to the subject, in order to check the facts and more fully evaluate the writer(s argument. For example, if the writer is arguing that the 2003 US decision to invade Iraq was justified because it purportedly liberated the Iraqis and improved their lives, then do your own research to determine whether or not this claim is true; and also to see whether the writer has omitted or glossed over important evidence that contradicts his or her thesis. When citing your sources, make sure to use proper footnote style. 
Use Lexis-Nexis or some other database to locate the article. Also use the databases to find the additional articles for your research. Make sure to attach copies of the articles you are discussing, to your own paper. Attach the complete oped that you are criticizing. For the other articles that you use, you only need to attach the first page.
Please hand your papers in during class on December 17; late papers will not be accepted. You will be graded based on how well you analyze the article in question; how well you apply the rules of logic and argumentation; and how clearly you write your essay. 


Please note that your grade on this paper may either raise or lower your final grade. Therefore please think carefully before deciding to complete this optional assignment. 
