
From David M. Barnett, summarizing findings in CIA after-action investigation of the Bay of
Pigs invasion:

Days before Christmas 1960, DCI Allen Dulles held an important, and I would say
scandalous, meeting in New York. In attendance [the report notes] “were the Vice
President for Latin America of Standard Oil of New Jersey, the Chairman of the
Cuban-American Sugar Company, the President of the American Sugar Domino Refining
Company, the President of the American & Foreign Power Company, the Chairman of
the Freeport Sulphur Company, and representatives from Texaco, International Telephone
and Telegraph, and other American companies with business interests in Cuba. The tenor
of the conversation was that it was time for the U.S. to get off dead center and take some
direct action against Castro.” The corporate leaders had many ideas along these lines for
Dulles. They included burning sugar cane fields, ruining refineries, interrupting electric
power supplies, and putting an embargo on food and medicines going into Cuba... At a
minimum...corporate interests played a “sometimes overactive” role in support of the
anti-Castro efforts.
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